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attributed to molds. Other names given this disease are cerebro-spinal meningitis and sleepy or blind staggers. Horses, cattle and other farm live-stock may become infected, but horses suffer most.
Cause
Forage poisoning is not a contagious disease in the sense that it is transmitted from one animal to another. It is contracted by eating feed in which has grown a microbe called Bacillus botulinus. This particular germ is widely distributed in nature, but it must have very special surroundings before it can grow or multiply. The botulinus germ cannot grow successfully when air or oxygen is present. The germ itself is perfectly harmless, except that it produces or secretes a poison or toxin wherever it is able to grow and it is this toxin that is so poisonous to animals. The disease is not considered contagious, because each animal that becomes ill must have partaken of the feed containing the poison, not the germs themselves. An animal could swallow the botulinus germs themselves and no ill effects would follow, because these germs do not grow in the animal's body. All the growing, multiplying, and poison secreting takes place in some article of feed outside of the animal body. Briefly stated, the germ finds a favorable place to grow, in a silo for example, produces its poison which livestock eat, and when large numbers of horses are affected with the disease it indicates that all have eaten from the same part of the silo that contained the poisonous silage. The infection was not carried from one to another. A similar situation might occur when several persons become poisoned after eating from the same jar of canned goods affected" with this poison or toxin.
Why moldy silage is blamed
The botulinus germ thrives on decomposed or decayed vegetable matter and does not attack any living plant or animal. Since the germs of this disease are widely dis-